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Lirrug Rock, ARKANSAS, <. 
November 3d, 1862 


Gentlemen, of the Senate, o. LL, 
and House of Representali ves— a nu 


By the blessings of a kind Providence, you: ara , feiinitted 
to assemble. again at.the capitol of your, State; the representa: 
tives, of a, free people, —enjoying; still, the boon of sii. and: 
religious. liberty, May our people continue. to. enjoy. these’. 
exalted privileges, enhanced by apatriotic-and wise system of 
legislation, devised by you at the present session. . 

The war, still raging, has at. length attained, proportións. so 
wonderfully gigantic, as to astound all, christendom, at the: 
resource and: achievements of -Amerigan arms. Menaced by a 
powerful, foe—lacking in no attribute save courage and. a. just: 
cause~the South, has. already, thrice over, proven: to. the North:. 
that she cannot be conquered, but lives, a Nation, heralded from. 
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an hundred victorious fields, whose people, all, will perish, or 
be free, 


Phe battles:fought and won by patriot revolutionary sires, 
Were but indices of what Americans, can.do to avenge national 


. - insult, «or “resist oppression, . "The war will result in the: inde- 


pendence of the South, including: in’ one government, all the 
slave States of the Mississippi valley—proximity, commercial 
interests, and intercourse, ultimately uniting the valley States 
from the; Gulf to the Lakes, ‘in 'orie-homogeneous government, 
with an existence for slavery as far North, as climate and pro- 
duction.makes it profitable. Free labor, isa misnomer—a myth, 
which, has’ sno existence North or South. All men work from 
necessity, not from choice—the toil of the white man being ` 
called treedom—that of the negro, slavery, *: 2 

The bloody cost of our liberty, when won, should teach us to. 
guard it, as we do out altars. Letnot the unclean hands of politi- 
cal ambition pollute’ it by their touch—nor yet, should it be-too 


sacred, for the humblest freémat- to claim it as his inheritance. 
. That : “the price of liberty is eternal vigilance," ia true, in 


all ages and climes, it is well to beware, then, lest whilst we 
gain liberty, we do not loose it. ' The constitution and the laws, 
should be ‘the measure of all men's authority. Necessity, some: 
times’ inexorable Zo be sure, is but the tyrant’s plea, at best, nor 
lessens. the rigors ‘of : usurpation. 

T have ‘beén led to’ ‘these remarks, in consequence of orders. 
emanating from generals i in command of the. Trans-Mississippi 
distriet,’which I regarded as oppressive to the people, and with- ` 
‘out’ authority ‘of law, or the approval of the President. + | 

H may, be: prómised; thata departure from Confederate law, 
in these” instantes, is not only an, infringement of the national 


d 
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[ 
i 


coristitution, "but is also an infráction of the: sovereignty ‘of the . 


State-its.constítutin--and the sacred rights of its citizens, 

, Hence abuses, supposed to exist, must needs challenge inquiry 
from all-State officials, worn to support the keet and to see 
them faithfully executed. * `, ren 

"In May last, the: State; by order of Brig. “Gen, Roane, ' was’ 
put under martial law, to the extent of twenty miles, in either 
direction; from ‘Little: Rock. The authority for so doing, I am 
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been 


aware, the General supposed; was ‘derived from the’ President, 
who, alone, possesses such power, specially delegated to him . 
by Congress. Subsequently; by order of Gen. Hindman, the ' 
order was extended to cóver the whole State, and 1 believe is 
still maintained, by opproval ‘of Major General Holmes, now 
and recently cominanding Ure district, whose Authority; 1 am 
informed, is derived from the President; > `’ 

The essence of martial law is, that the military E may 
do what he feéls inclined, without let’ or hindrance from any 
one whatever, «Power 80 "potential; involving : the. existence 
and happiness . of entire cominunities, is justified’ only upon s 
grounds of extreme ‘necessity; and ‘carefully, —enutionsly : con- 
ferred upon tbe chief magistrate of the nation alone—in whose 
wisdom ` and virfne, all have confidence;—all,. for the public 
good, are willing, for a time, to submit themselves, . DK 

This ‘much, and this only, is.the law. Ta this extent, and no 
more, have our representatives i in Congress committed us by at 
‘of Coügress, “An essential point foringuiry i ia, to know Whether 
martial law ‘has been declared by competent authority, o 
withoutany authority ‘at all, In the communication of the. Hon. 
G. W. Randolph, Secretary df War of the Confederate States, 
in réply to a resolution of inquiry, offered by the. Hon, G. D. 
k oyston, in the lower house of Congress, it will fia found, that 
‘no authority had- been given by the President to declare marfial | 
law i in ' Arkansas, s and forther, the Secretary disclairhe all knowl: 

- edge that such a stute of facts existed, 

Here, then, for five months, the, people of : an entire State 
have heen subjects af arbitrary atithority—without law—the 
power to enforce right, or redress ‘wrong. Controlled i in their 
pecuniary, and personal rights by the dicta and caprice of- -anë 
man, with an army at his command to enforce obedience to his 
orders, The abuse is not in the fact that martial Jaw has 
existed, but that it was proclaimed by tliose having no authority, 
and i in the detail of ife administration. The Jegítimate ohject 
of declaring martial law, by governments granting the power, 
if 1 understand it, is to strengthen the hands of those in com- 
mand for. Ahe. better control of their armies, or for the restraint, 
by imprisonment, if necessary, of disloy al or rebellious citizens, 
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whose conduct should prove dangerous, or detrimental to mili- 


tary ‘success, - : But L do not understand that it carries with it 


the’ power to interfere with the. personal liberty of ‘loyal 0 ivate 


citizens, their contracts, or dealinga,. the prices of their pro erty, 
or, the’ sort, quantity ox quality of money that they shall receive 
payment. in, nor whether they receive payment at all. No wise 
government will ever enact such. laws, unless the’ people are 
all serfs, incapable of providing for themselves, and are to be 


‘clothed and fed at the public expense, | Apart from the viola- 


tion of law, i án intermeddling of this sort, stifles industry and 


Ki 


enterprise; induces frand, and ‘discontent, amongst 1 the people— 
short aupplies to the non- producing classes, and to the army 
itself. A tariff of prices, can never acoeletate a high state ùf 
development. ' "The desideratum should be, to produce as. much 
ol ‘every thing as possible—ihe, price, is comparatively ynim- 
portant... The existence of the army and the. people, depends 
upon havi ng enough, not what, they, shall have to pay for it. 


"The superabundance’ of money in the country, unrestricted by 


military orders, would presently angment greatly the produc- 


tion and supply of all the necessaries of. life, But who will. 


venture his capital, to any material extent, in a tanyard, palt- 
works, shoe-shop, and a thousand and one, other things, "whilst 
profits are ‘dependent upon ‘a, tana of prices, ta be fixed. ‘by 
arbitrary authority, , . ‘ 

, In calling your attention, to ‘ie. matters, iti is nat my purr 
pose to redress the past, but.to improve the fattitie,. if posáible. 

First, it is not politic, I respectfully submit, that a violation 
of the constitution and the laws of this State, go without men: 
tion, or report, from the, Executive to the General Assembly. 


' For, under such circumstances, the. ‘people must imply that all 


which has been done, has been rightfully done, and, as many of 
them declare, there i is no law left, either to obey, or to execute, 
the propagation and prevalence of such sentiments, would 
presently loosen the.bonds of society, ‘morally and politically — 
and, at the termination of along war, would leavé amongst us 
an element so dangeidus as to hazard the existence of republi- 
can liberty itself. — ` 

i. Familiarity, with qst tinge it is s sajd, “breeds contempt, " 
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‘Not so, with ‘military power. ‘The ‘mind of man. possesses for" 
it an instinctive admiration. The splendor of dita rude. oéntact, 
but allures the citizen; and prepares him unconsciously for obe- - 


dietice-to its'wommands; ‘Ite march is: onward, upward, until 
finally it overshadows every thine tbe confined within éón- 
stitutional limite. - -` ` ras: 

It is esteemed. injudicióus by many; that even the gronsest 
military enormity be referred to, or redrezsed, during the war; 
that a mote: auspicious’ monient will present itself, after peace 


shall have been restored. When the présent conflict. will cease, - 


is altogether: speculative. - That ‘period may be so remote, as; 
that we shall forget what freedom and the constitution" wad, 
‘unles# we éarty them-along with usas we ‘travel e 4 


* That martial law should have Heen declared. as gn 'éxpedient, l 
nót only from the date‘of its existence here, but anterior to that, 


period, L'entertain no doubt. That it has accomplished: «much 
‘good, I know also to be true. But it is neither necessary; or 
; proper, theréfore, that-its concomitant abuses, be sanctioned into 
precedents, authorizitig a repetition of the saméevils. ` 1 deem 
jt essential, at all events, that I lay -these matters before your 
honorable body, for its advisement, and such: action; if any, as 

you may think properto take, with the suggestion that joiut reso- 


` Intionis be passed by the legislature, addressed te our delegation ge 


in Corigress, requesting that the act of Congress ‘authorizing 
martial law, be modified, so as to leave private citizens free, in 
their intercourse, dealings, contracts, properties and privileges 
su long as they àre loyal, aüd-obedlent to the constitution and 
laws of the Confederate States. EL Mee 

` Phe last-nine months’ history of the: prevent + "war, has: been 
Written indelibly upon the pages of Arkansas history, —Feplete 
with startling events to alto many of her people, it has been 
calamitous. “Shortly subsequent to the battle of Elk Horn: y the 
General ih command: of the Confederate army in Arkansas, 
moved it east of ‘the Mississippi to Corinth. The Sfate having 
transferred all ite means: of defence, was exposed: to ‘agsault 
from abroad, whilst end ‘thutterings of discontent were heard 
at home, In ‘April, Curtis, commanding a northern army, 


formidable in‘numbers and appointment, eiitered the State at 
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Pitman's. ferry; and marched South without ppposition unti] his 


. advance «guard, about the tenth of May; reached Searcy in ` 


‘White county, distant fifty:: miles from ,Litile Rock. The Con- 
federate army having | been entirely withdrawn, communication 


‘on the Mississippi well nigh cutoff, and utter deatitution: per- 


vading the State government, so far as arms or munitions of 
war were .toncerned-—the picture wan a most gloomy one for 
the; political mariner, And for a time, it seemed almost. ih- 
evitable that. the. State must be overrun, and occupied by, the 


northern army., The avowed. purpose of Curtis, was to take 


the.capitol of the State, and establish a provisional gavor 
ment for Arkansas,’ , >. 


inda darte : 


The stoutest hearts seemed to: despond, and Ge that 


" ‘defence. was impossible, for there was nothing to:defend with. 


There erg oe or- two. cavalry companies of Confederate 
troops left in the vicinity of Jacksonport to protect the remain- 
ing-supplies until they could be shipped eaat of the Mississippi. 
A;vemngnt of. quartermaster'i stores, broken down horses. and 


. old wagons, were in transitu between Little Rock,- ‘Arkadelphia 


and Camden. The machinery fitted: up by the Confederagy at 


: the Little Rock arsenal, for repairing arms, had,, weeks previ- 


ously, been taken down and:shipped on steamboata nut of reach 
of the invading army. In fact, the State was confessediy And 
‘unqualifiedly; abandoned for the time being by.the Confederate 
government, with its entire corpa of military officers, horse, 
foot and dragoon. ` The State, L say, had nothing; to defend 


- with—literally nothing. | Our entire stock, for warlike purposes 


consisting of seven and a half kegs. of unassorted powder, with- 
out a dap or flint to explode it, and not a gun. to shoot it out of 


ifit had possessed the faculty of spontaneous combustion. This. 


being our supply.of small arms and accoutrementa. The 
State’s heavy artillery, was, if possible, in a worse plight for-ac- 
tive operations, there being two canüon op hand, one withont 
wheels—+the other exploded at the breech. Under auch circum- 
stances, I removed the state treasury, offices, officers, and other 
more valuable effects, to Hot Spring county, for &afe-keeping, 


and retained them there until September, ‘when, with due con- 
- sideration for their comfort. and safety, | removed ‘them back 
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to the capitol; where they may now be found, ag usual; without 


damage or detriment, ` River transportation was adopted’ to : 


Dardanelle.for the offices uf. the secretary of stato, auditor and 
treasurer, begaues those: officers reported: tlie: procurement af 
wagons and teams impossible at that time, or soon enough to - 
-insure.a successful retreat. - The exéentiva office; or rather pa- 
pers, eti. composing it, 1 transported in road’ wagons, and - 
accompanied ‘it myself. an: horsebaék, to. Hot Spring - valley, 
where the seat of: government was temporarily established at 
a tust to the State of seventy ‘or eighty doltars, the ‘entire eg, ` 
' pense of removing’. and returning” the. government; éffects;-in- 
‘cluding the military board, being $3,559 03, the amount being- 
:&udited, and. paid by the. military: : hoard, ‘there’ being, no funi 
appropriated by law for that purpose, "7, 
cOn the 5th of May, however, before I left Little: Rook „iih 
ihe. State. government, T issuad.-the: following proclaniation, 
«which I beg:leaye to insert, for & perfect understanding of the 
positions’. assumed. by me, the- doctrinés announced, ` and of" 
f&ots had: in view de that: paper: NW d ; 
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Orricn Muar Bonn; r . 
^O Tattle Rock; May oth; 1863, 


To, THE D or ABKANBAS— E d 


E * Follow- Citizens: Again your "Authorities, - eliórgód "with the ¢ 


‘duty of- preserving and defending your State goverment, deem 
‘it imperatively necessary to call you to Arms: Northern troops 
formidable i in numbers and preparation, are in the heart of your 
State, marching upon your. Capitol, ‘with the avowed purpose of 
perverting your. government; plundering your people, eating 
Your subsistence, anderecting dver your heads ás a final con- 
summation, a despotic’ ruler, the measure of whose power: will . 
be the hatred. be bears his subjects. 

Will the thirty, thousand freemei, capable of bearing athis, 
"yet i in Arkansas, look listlessly ‘on, while cliàins are beige 
- riveted upon their limbs by. a few thousand Hessians from the 

‘North-—hireling méteerinry- cowards as they are, ‘seeking to 
enslave us, that they may grow rich upon our substance; and 


deride-us, and dur children asconqueréd subjects. ' This cantiot,, 


will not be, our people in the government of their chogsing— 


, E 


. inthe — of their — defence of their pro- 


perty must be defended. We can and will defend it; unaided 
if-it must be wo, at every cost and: sacrifice, rather than live 


:under the. domination of the detestable and cone SESCH 


government, ` e O " 

"The enemy-upon our soil ia eier) to icu the proud spirit 
of our people; presuming upon the temporary absence of many 
of our brave men, they seek to crush the energy and courage 
of the’ remainder, . We will. drive them from Amongst us. 
Where there is D will, there is always a way. An. BER 
a brave "people will never be subjugated, 

- Thée-armies of the revolution were at.one time. — George 
Washington, ‘reduced ter 2,500 men, still with the blessings. of 


‘God and.an undying spirit of resistance, the American colonies, 


each upon its own account, putting forth its entire energies - 


conquered a peace from a reluetant and powerful government. 


So if we of Arkansas, dre true to ourselves—true to our pro» 
fessions of hatred for the North, and devotion to the South— 
true in our devotion, for constitutional liberty and free govern- 
ment, the sun will never set upon us a subjugated and con- 
quered- race. Then, by authority and sanction of the Military 


` Board, "whose: duty it. is to protect the State from invasion— 
. Whose right it is to call'aa army in the field when:the Confede- 


rate, States o refuse or neglect” to protect the people, 1 call 
upon each and every man capable of beating arms to prepara 
at once to meet fhe enemy, though it Ja. tot. contemplated that 


all will go—some müst—a enfficient number must to free the: 


State and repel the tyrant.’ The law is “ that every able bodied 
free white male inhabitant, between the ages of eighteen:and 
forty-five years, shall constitute the militia of the State. No 
person shall be: called upon to perform militia duty who has not 


pesided within the State two montlis, except in cases of invasion, 


in. which care, they are subject as other citizens, and aubject to 
the same penalties.” Farther, the law provides: ^ Judges of 
the eupremé and circuit courts, secretary, auditor and treasurer 
of the State; clerks of the supreme’ and drett courts, post mas- 
ters, post riders, ferrymen on, public roads, all licensed. preach- 


_ ers of the Gospel of every denomination, and justices of the 


Re 
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peace, shail be exempt from performing military duty, groen in 
cases of insurrection and invasion,” Hence it will be seen, hy 
the law above quoted, that all men foynd in the State between 


the ` ages of eighteen and. forty-five, if physically able may be 
called to’ the field, now, the Stata heing invaded, The State, 


always sovereign; is sovereign yet, in: lier reserved: rights, one, 


`of which is, to defend her own soil-—her own: government~—her 
own people, and to: put avery ane between certain ages found 


in her borders into the field, if. nécessary’ to dé it. This ie the: 


Jaw, state, and national, and if it were not, the peoples in their 
potentia] power, would makeitao; 


. By your authority and.sanction, your representatives, ip eon- ` 


vantion assembled at the capitol in May. last, severed, the State 
of Arkansas from the United States of America, upon-the dpe- 
trine of State sovereignty, from which. grew, up the Confeder- 
ate States, This in the retrospect, may be viewed no less a 
, political right, than: a moral and, political, virtue, looking ta. our 


happiness, and the: transmission of. republican liberty for the 


- «present age and future generations, ah alliance was formed 
with ‘the Confederate, States of America., Ju. the support: of 
this government nn star in the galaxy: has shed a brighter, lustre 
than Arkansas, No people have evinced more valor or a more 
self-sacrificing spirit, than. hers, in. upholding’ Confederate. na- 


‘tionality. Every. door way is. stained with the'blood of her... 


children, every roof isa house.of mourning, and her alters are 


consetrated to benedictions for the dead and lost in battle. . The - 


flower of Ger youth, tha pridd af her manhood have. without 
stint been. lavished for the maintenance and support of the 


Confederation. | She has dong. this. because of her generous. 


confidence, that when tlie evil hour come upon her, the national 
ensign, the Confederate flág,. would be found. floating from. her 
battlements, defying the inv ader and, giving succor, to her 
people. . an 

Untoward eventa have placed her beyond, the palo: of protes: 
tion much impaired, though not. incapable of resistance, she 
will strike a blow for liberty, and continue to be free;. if ‘left to 
her fate she will carve a new destiny rather than: be eubjuga- 
ted. It was for liberty alie strack, and "ot for subordination to 
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ii any geste sevondary power north ‘or ‘south: ‘Her best tiendo 


‘ate her natural allies, nearest’ at home, who will! “pulsate, when 


''she bleeds, whose utmost ‘hope i is not beyond her | existence. dr 


the arteries ef the Confederate heart do ‘not premente beyond 
the’ east ‘bank of the: Mississippi, Tet southern’ Missourians, Ar- 
kahsiang, Texans, and the great West know it and prép pane for 
"the future. Arkansas Tost, abandoned; subjugated, ls not Ar 
kansas as 'shé ‘entered the Confederate government. Nor will 


she remain Arkansas a Confederate State, desolated.as a wil- 


‘deiness; her children fleeing from the wrath Lo come; will buitd 
‘them a new atk and launch it on new wateis, seeking ahaven 
somewhere, ‘of equality, safety and rest. Be of good’ cheer my 
countrymen, there i is still à balm in Gilead; the’ good Samaritan 
‘will be found. Strike: now and ever: for your homes and liberty, 
against all men who invade the one or dispute 1 the other: The 
despotic: power. ‘of the North, which seeks ów to erish you, 
-eontains in’ its own érestion, tipe reeds ‘fori its early destruction. 
* Stand out Tike men and resist that? power, 1 until the hallowed 
fight” shed by southern . states rights democratic liberty shall 
throw its ‘light: back" upon the very North itself; from the Rio’ 
‘Grade of the South to the Take: ‘ofthe Woods; and westward ` 
tó the Pacific. ‘Thè God’ of nations has not decreed, È think, 


i that tyrant | hands shall stay the progresa of civil and religious 
liberty: pon this continent: The right of the. people to govern 


3a an admitted truism. Their ‘capacity to do so is not a fable; 
Hut « the price of Hberty i is eternal vigilance” be Jeslous of 
encroachments, mindfal of your: publie servants. ' Take” thë 


, constitution of your State i as your ‘political í text. book, and re- 


‘gard: the defence of your homes -and-firesides as a kad ‘you 
owe to God arid humanity, and all will be well. : 


Correlativo with these’ views, itis hy the Military Board of the 
State of "Atkansas deomed esséntidl for the public safety, that 
four thousand five hundred men be called as volunteers from. 
tlie militia of the state, to be organized into’ "companies; battal- 
ions and regiments, ` as directed by the ordinances of the State 
Convention, fo serve for twelve niónths i in 'state service, unless 
sooner discharged.” The companies’ not to contain less than 
sixty-four’ mor more than ninety:six men; exclusive of cominis. 


r N 1 2 - . + . 1 
stoned. officers. . Twenty companies of. cavalry will be received, 
and We Companies d ef infaittry, with the right, on. the part N 
the authorities, to assign’ one or more of. the infantry compa: 
nies for artillery service. , Bach volunteer. muat furnish his own. 
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gun, ‘which will be valued, “ahd paid, for by thé State, or a gers, 
. tain amount. paid for it monthly by the governn ment for ita wéi l 


e 
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as the:state may ultimately determine, ©- vy, 


Companies organizing south of the Arksfuse vivet "will ren 


dezvous. at Little, Rock, unless: ‘other instructions are given. 


Those organizing north of the’ river. will be advised of the ` 


“proper point, to rendezvous. by applying po the military. board 
for orders., Traneportatien, subsistence, eto, ate., will bé sup: 
plied upon, application; for organized cómpaniés; no; company: 
will be  esteemed organized until a descriptive Dot je led with. 


the: «military board, showing the requisite number of men, eer. 


tificates of election for company officers. should accom pany the 
descriptive list Any. commissioned officers of the State may” 
hold. and certify, to company elections. Able-bodied men,.16; 
years and upwards, mmer be. received, into service. If the 
requisite, number of men ig. not made up by volunteering by the 
25th of, May, the deficiency will be detailed or drafted from be 
militia. brigades or regiments having t the feweat men inservic&. 
Troops raised undet this gall will not. be: traniferred, to Confed- 
erate service under any cireumstancea without theik. consent, 
arid. en ho account, unless, a Confederate force, dufficient to 
prevent inyasion, in sent into: the. State. These. “are: raised ex: 
clàsively: for home protection, * < Horses, korse equipments: and 
arms lost by the casiialities of war, will bg paid for hy the State. 
Men. of means and leisure, although. advanced iu years, now. 
have an “opportunity, without sacrifice, to go and fight—too olg- 
to walk, they can now go oit horseback. Men tilling the soil. 
can he Jess conveniently spared; something must. be produéed.- 
to eat, either to live or to fight. . Tsay to the gentlemen of leis- 
ure. and wealth, make up this-call; leaving the. tiller of the soil 
' at home to produce something for our families:and thé country. 


There are many moré than the number -called for-here in. Ape. 
kansas who will not run a furrow this summer, nordo.anything . 


else: subitantially beneficial to the country. Hübhuess i in the 
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way. of trade, is ‘measurably ‘suspended, and money miel for 
a tinié oüght to le. ‘To be rich dow is impossible, for It onge 
owned the "whole state, it is worth nothing until freed: The”, 
: wave: of -destruction has already ‘rolled over the- north-enst por- 
tion of the state, and. will soon reach the &outh, unless stayed . 
by a rampart of Arkansas freemen: I am for defence—the 
military board is: for defence, andl, if aided by the peopl, the ; 
gaia wit GE redeemed. DE 
poe. abu Ub urs oH. M. RECTOR, po. 
i Ji agd President of ‘the Military. Board" ` 
we official sobduct. hr the donatitution ‘being subject ta ex-. 


~ aminition by your. honorable bodies, L regardi itas proper that. 


.* you, should be:forriished with fall knowledge upon all points, 


D 


which ate: Jikély to.chellengé inquiry. It must be borne in 
mind that when this proclamation was issued, Arkansas, aud 
other states west af the Mississippi had been abandoned for the: 
| times being by, the Confederacy. . - By &baüdoninent, I mean that 
tlie army had. been withdrawn, and rio defence then 'cóntem- - 
plated or intended.” 'Externalevidences familiar to ilie minds 
of all, dre eufficient to establish the &orrectiéss ‘of this asser- 
tiom. But beside these outside facts, known to every body, L 
knew, - from ‘official intercourse withthe the» commanding’ 
officer that such ‘wie the case. . It will, be borne in mind also, S 
that the’ went; hy the ‘capture of the Mississippi, wha cut off 
from, the’ eastern: portion of the government, herce it was not! .' 
deemed probable that the général. government could send ‘us 
an. ai, The conscription act had been passed. by Congress 
. at thé date of my proclamation, but no ordets had then been’ 
issued in Arkansas to’enforce it. Our prospects east of the 
‘Mississippi were ‘almost ‘as gloomy as they were west.’ By the 
18th section‘of the ordinance’ passed ‘by the State Convention, 
entitled; Ari, ordinance’ “for the organization ‘of a military core,” 
it will be perceived, that whensoever the Confederate States 
fail ox refuse to provide a defence for the State, that it be~ 
came thé duty of the military board to repel invasion, upon’: 
State account, and with State troops; On-the 5th of: May, the 
Confederate States did “fail to provide: defenos; ‘and the State 
.. « Was invaded, seriously Iinváded; ps the loss öf ten millions dol 
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larn of private "—— abundanily festify.. Nane of which A 


would have occurred if the State had. hive ei mory kan: 
bereclt and lesa upon other — ^ 

` The conscription aot mot being imd: -— ‘he date of hy 
proclamation, all militia. Then were subject, to State service: 
And further, I announced iw the proclamation that the troope 


rated under it wotld not be transferred: until: the Confederate: . 


government furnished da defence, which I submit. was proper; 


eeif-preservation being the Bret LA of nature... Ir is. charged, 


howéver, that other portions of the proclamation are treasoha:' 
blé towards the Confederute States, That L designed képes 


ration of the State from the Confederacy. I designed por fo, | 


" tended any such. thing. - ` Bat, most of all; deplored that a sepas. 
ration had taken place—-the Mississippi fall of gum boats, sey ' 
ering us id twain. What I did iniend,. however, wae to. nave. 
the State of Arkansas from northern vandalism if possible: ` 
And also to assure Mesers. Curtis and Phelpe, who: were then: 
said to be no great distance off, that I would do anything, or go.’ . 


anywhere, rather than buck to the arms of Lincoln; ang farther, - 
I intended to assure Gen. Curtis if he remained.in Arkansas it - 
must be by fatality-—pud no fault of mine, though the State 


was, for the time, deprived of Confederate aid. But l had 
another purpose, . which was, tæ issue an official, document; 
which would call"astention at Richinond; to the Geplprable i con: 
dition of Arkansas, and the west.. >. z 


: T beg leave to atate in this connection "n siat the prérie 


detit was aot advised of the removal of the irvopa from Arkansas. 
- until they- were landed om the east bank ef the Misisippi. 


That he did not approve it; may he inferred from thé abundant. 


means of defence that has been -accorded ‘by. him since for 
our safety. A few companies were raised under this call, and 
promptly transferred to Gen, Hindman, "upon. his ‘arrival 2d 
` June., But the military authorities -of the State, did not. con- 
` tent themselves with the. proclamation merely, which, though 
prepared by me, was fully read, examined, and approved by. 
the members of the military board. 


On the 29th April we dispatched a messenger. to Gen. Bean. 
apart, setting forth tlie defenseless condition: of the State, and, - 
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réjtestiig. that. the. Texas reginients, then en their way casts? 
he atopped in Arkansas, whi ¿h' was finally, done by orders sent. 
to Gen, Roane, in command at Little. Rock, “In advance of 
` theseorders, however, Gen. Roane, upon his own jadgment, and 
my earnest aolicitation,. retained: for service ih. Arkansas, the: 
Texar troops, Dot get. aliipped enst; by which the:advance of 
the northerii army: was checked, and the State rescued from the. 


‘hands of the enemy, ^ Béside , this, these fimely exertions Dro: 


meted, I think, by my. ‘proclamation of the 5th Máy, have been. 
- instrumetital, to greng, extent, in procuring the presini defence. 
made for the west; for certainly, if the original design of trans- 
ferting. alt troops had been: carried-out, the Tratis-Missiseippr. 
District, now'in sé prosperous s condition, would, by this time, 
present a: very fotlorn aspect, ` A portion of Parsons, Texas 
regiment, aided by an Arkansas company commanded by-Capt.,, 
- Will Hicks; turned the tidé of eventa by defeating the advanced 
guard of Curtis at Searcy. ‘The citizen soldiery. of Jackson, 
l Montos; White and Prairie: counties, deserve encomiuria; and, 
. the gratitude of the country; for the patriotic and gallant resis»; 
tance made: br theta to the advances of the enemy, * Harrasied; > 
“and: slaughtered in ‘every attémpt. mada to -advarice. sotith, the: 
northern genéral, made his escape to Helena, where, under the 
cover of gunboate, with ample means of going further. if neces 
wary, he h&s temained vp to tke present time: ^ - = ^? 
Gen. Hindman having assumed command in PETRA ow di 
2d of June, all State troops and army stores on hand; of evéry 
` discription, were turned over te him, for Confederate use, Since. 
‘which, the State has had no military operations on foot, nor jn- 
iu: la except in the settlement of unadjusted acopunte, 
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E l YE GONREDERATE TAX. ae EE 
€ By acts passed at the extra sessions of November and Jan. 
l uary last, the war tax Aesessed upon this State by the Cotfede- 
rate Congress; was provided to: be payed by issuing State pax’ 
per to the amount of $600 000. ‘Said acts providing that the 
amounts due by the Confederate States to this-State for cloth: 
ing furnished the soldiers, should by the consent of the Cónfedes 
' yate‘government, be dedrieted Troin the amount found to be due 
by the people of Arkansas for anid ‘war tax, and_ that the res 
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mainder should, by the governor of: the State be paid: in , Are. 
¡kansas paper, provided the same would be zéceived. Lobtainad 
readily. the couserit of the secretary of. the:tretaury to'a deduc- 
tion of the amouht.due for clothing. No authority: exiated. he 


thought, however, to receive the’ Arkansas script. The acta of” - 


the legislature ahoye. referred. to. alao directed. that the. auditor 
of public accounts, should, ander the. instenetiona of the. gaver- 


. nor, make outisaid ‘clothing: Acooyat, to. enable the gavernor, ET 


by said. acta. directed, to- settle and pay said war. tax, and pro- 
eure the: necessary receipts ‘and vouchers ‘therefor. :Up-to this 
moment, however, I have been: unable, though repeated. appli- 
gation has been: made, to: procure: the transcript or papers 
directed to be prepared. ‘Recently, Eam informed by the audis - 


tor that be has been-unable: tg procuge.the appropriate, youch- 


era from the office of. the military.hoard,’. Upon. inquiry: of the 
Aecretary. of. the board, his recollection. seems. to be, that the 
auditor has never. applied to him for-the papers.at any" time 
bot has incidentally mentioned to his. assistant, that some addi- 
“tional papers were; wanted. to ‘complete tha: clothing account. 


Amongst hands, at all events, the papers have, not been, ob- 


‘tained, Notwithstanding, as far back, as the. 19th af June last, 
1 called.Mr. Miller's earnest attention to the impartance of the 
subject by written eommanication, and ‘then, and “previously 


| directed the secretary: of the board: to furbish all papers called | 


for en file in his ofice, necessary to. adjust the: acegunta. That . 
theis has been gross. direlictio al publie duty somewhere, i in 
this matter, ix uiquestionabl¢, andto acquit myself at least of 
neering meglegt, I beg leave: te. refer your hoúorable -badies 


. to the accompanying correspondence, an the subject,transpiring ` 
between Mr: Miller, the auditor, Mr.’ Vaughan, the seoretary, 


and myself, marked 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 1. and 8. * 

d was further, by said act of the legislature directed, if ege, 
¡sary, to send an. agent to. Richmond to procure. & proper settla- , 
ment and payment: of, the State's account, and: to procure the 
.Secawary vouchers upon the payment of the money, ete. > -This 
has heet rendered unecessary, firdt, for the. reason that the 
account for: clothing. was; not prepared. ‘Secondly; beacause, i ins 
reónaequeice of a partial iavasion: of the State the Confederate i 
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7 marshal: has heen unable fo return assessinent lists for many ‘of 
the’ counties; leaving it impossible to ascertain’ what the gross ` 


amount of the Confederate war thx was. Hy an act passed by 
"tlie Confederate Congress, ‘where such ‘circumstances. exist, and 
the tax dannot hé levied, the-sécretary of the treasury is author: 
ized to ‘compound, or settle; with the governors öf the respective 
States; what the: amount’ shall bé, ‘approximating as neat as 


practicable to thé proper amount if assessed. ` With these diffi. 


culties in the way, ‘beside the fact that communication and 
travel was ‘hazardous between. here and ‘Richmond, 1 found it 
impossible’ to carry out the letter of the law i upon this subject, 
“but adopted à a course which T believe la in harmony | with’ its 
«spirit and purposes.” E ` 
^ Major Gen. Hindman gaiis it impossible to procure ‘means 
from ‘Richmond sufficient, or in time: ta meet: his. pressing de- 
mauds for money, wherewith to. support an army, then: so in- 
“dispensable to the-salyation of the State, applied to me, urging 
the propriety of ‘my paying to his quarter master the: amount 


“assumed by the State to be paid the Confederacy, on account 


of .war tax; which I did, conditioned that if. said payment was 
not spproved at Richmond, the smount paid should be refunded 
upon my.démand: | 1 'assúmed that the whole, amount of the 
tax, if astessed against the State, would equal $600,000, de- 
ducting the ten per cent. allowed the State for. advancing and 
the araount due her for clothing and other small advances made 
by the military board on cash account; the remainder I estima- 


- 


ted to be, sáy 3400,000,. which, op the 25th öf July, I paid to . 


Major John H. Cramp, Confederate Quartérmiasterat Litle ` 


Rock, taking duplicate receipts theréfor, ofe of which is filed 
with'the auditor of public accounts; and the other.to be trans- 
mitted to Richmond by the messenger who may be sent to close 


op the business, all which T hope: will be: approved by your 


honorable bodies; it being the best that could be done for all 
parties under the cireumitances. The suditor's report shows a 
‘payment of $450,000 insténd of $400,000, oh account of this 
tax. Four hundred and fifty thousand dollars was drawn from 
the treasury, by me, but finding eg éxeese, fifty thousand dollars 


was immediately returned to.the treasury, where Ta romaine - 
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wubject to bé med if found necessary in the ultimate adjust- 


ment of accounts Between the two governments, which eannot 


' be done until the: clothing: account is made up by the auditor, 


Ki vi t- #4 4 Eu 


BICK: AND" WOUNDED ‘SOLDIERS. - 
"By ag act of the General “Assembly, ‘approved: ‘November 


'188f, ten thousand dollars was appropriated to be expended 
‘exclusively under the direction ‘of the governor, for the benefit 
` of sick and wounded Arkansas soldiers. "Without experierice 


upon thè subject I conceived, at one’ time, that much substan- 
tial relief might be afforded by the disbursement of money 
directly to the soldiers itt person, when’ they were found. needy 


and. suffering. With: this: view, Y sent an agent east of the 
Mississippi in March last, and alo one to our army after the 


battle of Elk Horn, to the’ north- west portion of this State, with 
‘Written instructions to both, that the funda placed in-their hands 
might be expended when. its dishursement, in their opinion, 


- would relieve the pressing: “wants of the sick and wounded sol, 


dier. Butlittle however was accomplished, the men ‘béing in 
the care: and management of Confederate. surgeons, all was 
supplied by: them that mere mon y could procute,, and beyond 
this the State agent could not be permitted to’ interfere, which: 


put an end speedily to that branch of" the enterprise. “Indeed, 


‘the general commanding Arkansas troops east. of the. Miscissip- 
pi, ‘declined to permit, the State agent to furnish: ‘thé. ‘soldiers 
with: 1 money wider any. circumstances, but agreed that it might 


bé deposited with "his medical ‘purveyor for disbursement. . 


Knowing no means of exacting a settlement with a Confeder- 
ate purveyor, I declined paying ‘outthe money in that way, and 
the agent, after ministering to afew cases of suffering i in the 
Mernphis hospitals, returned home; ‘disbursing an amount totally 
inadequate to the expense of travel. By ap act of the Gene- 
ral Assembly, approved Nov. 16th 1861, the’ marine hospital at 
N apoleon, still the. property of the State, was placed under the 
charge of the governor, who was directed to audit and pay off 
the outstanding demands, against it, and to make” such, tempo- 
rary disposition” of it as’ hé ‘thought proper. Claims to the 
amount of $3,000 were examined, approved and: payed off as 
by law directed, and under the supervision of Dr: Sam M. Tay: 
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ler, by my directions, the.hospital was prepared for the recèp- 
fion. of sick and. disabled, Arkansas soldiers. The number of 
patients received at-thet institution was, seventy-two, all of 
whom, except one, recovered readily 2 and returned to their com- 
meds. l Thig successful, treatment, being attributable, to the. 
presence of comfortable quarters, good nursing and a ekilful 
and ‘attentive physician; illustrating clearly, that the frightful, 
mortality witnessed i in the, army is mainly consequent upon, the 
Tack of proper sanitary. departments. $2,160 89, out of the 
ten thousand dollar appropriation,, was disbursed’ for the sup»: 
port of this hospital; finding, however, that the fand appropria- 
ted would be insufficient to maintain’ Ce place on State Account 
of the Mississippi river, it would be likely to fall into. the hands 
of the enemy, in April last I turned it over to the Confederate 
government for temporary use, until the. end of the war, or 
until such time as the General Assembly might, ‘by: Taw, désig-. 
nate; charging and. collecting from the Confederacy the prime 
cost of all farniture and supplies op hand, being i in gross the 
l sum of $2,600, which 1 deposited with the State treasurer, tak- 
ing the proper receipt; for the, same,’ ‘and directing the money to. 
be placed ‘with, general revenue and subject to ‘the ordinary ex 
penses « of the government. The" two agents, above referred, to 
in all, disbursed $519 00, which added to the 2 2,160 . 89 makes 
82, 679. 89,expended by, me out of: the $10, 090 appropriated for 
the benefit of sick and wounded. soldier. “The vouchers for 
which, with $1 820: 11 of the’ $4,500, as shown, by the auditor's 
report, to have’ been ee being, on hand, subject to your ex- 
amination and disposal. . 

In conclusion, upon m subject; I respectfully submit, that to 
afford any material ‘relief by State aid to the suffering soldier, 
permanent hospitals inust first be prepared, with the necessary 
fixtures and appointments, in advance, ‘and conducted. by men 
«responsible to State authority, and to public; opinion. at home, 
‘for the manner in: which the j patient is cared for , whilst under 
treatment. The fluctuation of; physician, purveyors, and others. 

responsible for the well being of the sick, at one post or hos- 
Pital to-day, and another: to-morraw, relieves all parties from 
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esponsibility or eeiiaure—-reproselng’ OI emnlation: im med: 
tal treatment and? bractice. - -With State institutions perma: 
` nently 'establistied «at. healthy ‘localities: ‘in’ the interior, man 
objections and difficulties would be. ‘obviated, and’ ‘an immens 
drhount of life, ahd mortal iniffering. saved, "To: ‘inaugurate 
& policy of. this sort; wonkd require, ef. «course, the “expenditire 
Gf large Amonnts of: money. The ‘results; Tam ‘convinced; 
however, xoa prove amply satisfactory to justify tlie under: 
taking. - - ego. 68d 
«- But if gester dch to the. adoption’ Wi the State, of sani: 
tary establishments for soldiers in xervicé; upon the ground that 
they ‘must netessarily remain’ in the ‘charge: and eustody of 
Confederate "aüfhority, still there is a class, which might, apart 
from’ this objéction, be tàkén care of and ministered:to by the | 
State. Talude to’ thósé who have béen discharged; Tórperma: 
nent disability, in indigent «cireumatánces; who -from losa: of . 
limbs, must live upon the charities of the «world, 9 perpetual 
‘monument of the ingratitude of a: goverment, for’ which they 
have suffered mutilation, and poured out their blood. For the, 
benefit of imch persons, to Pe sure, the $10,000 appropriation 
‘was made; but the- insignificance'of the amount doesnot justify 
'& commenedment even, "in ‘the right direction. - A prevailing 
and, 1 think, a. mistaken ides existe, that tlie Confederacy. should 
, do all things, and the State nothing, in this War. “Money. spent 
by the Confederacy, is money spent by the State, for certainly 
the latter will have to pay, in some mode or other, her propor- 
‘tion of the war debt. “Field operations : are of sufficient magni- 
' tude to “absotb’ all the time aid. Vigilance of ¿ominanding géne- 
tals. > Hospital, sanitáry and dliaritable institutions should, E 
' far as compatible with the públic service, bei in. haige oF and 
be provided hi thé, State: governments. | l , 
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E? "nma or a large proportion of thie ‘male population of 
"he State, coupled ‘with the ‘scarcity of provisions, products 
absolute want and suffering in many families, which ought, by 
some means, to, be relievéd by the government, Such hard- . 
ships often fall upon: the muit meritorious class, wha, froth a 
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sense of delicacy, fall. ‘to make ge necessities known, and 
decline to receive alma from their neighbors To supply these 


pressing demanda of the people, the Legislature, by an: act,’ 


approved March 22d, 1862, empowered the county courts to 


levy a tax for.the relief of the families of volunteers in certain 
cases, "This law fails to afford the required. relief. - Tts-defecta | 


are, first, that itleaves action, of no action, discretionary ‘with 
the county courts, the officers of, which, looking to popular 
favor, evade the responsibility of taxihg the people as long as 


it.can be avoided; and rely upon the charity and. kindness uf : 
neighbors to supply food and raiment for the disconsolate wives . 


‘aud children of absent soldiers, risking all upon distant battle- 
fields, for honor. and independence.  Secondly,. taxation by 
edunties, is oppreasiye to thé poorer ones—rich in resource of 
` strong arms and stout hearts, but poor in money,:the burthen 
‘ig ünéqual--the law discriminating against the more populous 
and less wealthy region, in favor of the less populous and more 
wealthy. 1 would respectfully suggest, that a general system 
be devised, by which the pecuniary condition of every soldier's 
family in the State, be correctly ascertaiñed, and, through sub- 
agents, that. their absolute wants be provided for during the: 
war out of the State treasury. As property is protected by 
the. war, sa let-it be taxed, if: necessary, for. the support of a 
helpless families of soldiers out upon duty. ` 
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MANUFACTURE oF gen. 


The scarcity of salt in the country “must be ‘seriously felt, 
unless some plan is adopted: to increase its supply. The State 
owns valuable sálines which, by a small expenditure of money, 
might, be made to produce the. article in abundance, at cheap 
rates. Individual enterprise has, and will, prove insufficient 
to produce the required amount of this article. Neither govern- 
ment or people can subsist long, in the absence of salí, Luxu- 
ries may be dispensed with, but salt cannot he; mat and beast 
must, petish without it. fone attention is earnestly called 
to this subject, — , ` E 


c . BHINPLASTERS, 
The Stat Ts being literally ‘flooded’ with a , worthless Tag 
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currency, to an extent that makes legislative interference indis- i 
pensably necessary. The evil is not merély a bad currency, 
but the quantity of paper meney afloat, inflates prices to extor- ' 
tionate rates, I suggest that the present isaues be called i in; ` 
under & pénalty, summarily imposed; and, that new issues be : 
only authorized, or permitted, upon deposits made of State. or 
Confederate paper with the State Treasurer, and then, i in limi- 
ted quantities, and dollar for dollar, The law, at present, 
prohibits the. issuance. of change or individual ticketa; but’ a 
neceasity for small change. has negatived the statute, until that : 
necessity has grown into a great public evil, magnifying. 
"ite proportiona daily, at rapid strides, If change tickets must 
exist, let that existence be a legal one, ¡soupled y with some 
pecnaiary. and moral responsibility ta the maker, | 


mo INTERESTS 705 THE STATE, 5777 


` By an act of the General Assembly, approved Rist Marck 
ës the sale of public lands was suspended until the close of 
the war. ' The law 1 think a good one, and ought to be eon- 
tinued without amendment for the time"prescribed. It is sng- 
gested, for reasons set forth by the Auditor of Puljie Accounts 
in his report, that a land department should he organized sepas 
rate from the office of auditor. . Unquestionably, heretoforey. 
thie would have proven wise and salutary legislati on; ln so 
much, however, as all business is suspended for the present, i in 
this connection, the additional expense af. creating new offices 
SE now, ‘might as well be avoided: . . : 


O ARPA l E 

i E? would appear by the report of thè Auditor of Public de 
counts, marked.“ Ay” herewith submitted as an accompanying 
document, that the expenditares of the State government, for 
the two years endidg 30th. September, 1862, civil and military, 
amounts to $2,774,430 94. : 

This, however, ia not literally correct; there being unex- 
“pended balances of amounts drawn, whieh have not! been used, 
but returned to the treasury, as follows, to-wit: In the summer, 
of 1861, the- -Military Board drew from, the treasury, and placed 


Ñ i 24 l 
in the inate df an + agent, $200, 000; for ‘the pareliase of ‘soldiers 
clothing. Contracts or. pure ases were not made as ‘anti¢ipatedr 
and the war bands, being of large. denomination, and urisuited 
for ordinary use, were deposited in the treasury: : Since which; 


it appears that $61,000 only have been paid out by | ‘the ‘board; 
the’ remainder, with the coupons attached, being still on deposit; 


£ There is is, also, $31, pod i in thé hands of the paymaster and 


Get yet disbursed. ` 


D 


l Aiticipating’ the necessity ‘of its. nie, as “above Sate! E: 
drow $450,000 to pay 'the- Confederate tax, $50, 000 of which i 
"was returned to ‘the, treasury, ` E ' 

1 have. on band $1,820 11 unespended, ` ‘of ihe $4,500 00 


drawn for the. xelief of the sick and wounded Arkansas soldiers, 
These amounts, added together, maké $221; Son 11; and 
deducted from .$2,774,430 94, stated by. (he Auditor as the 
amount spent, we have $2,552,812 83, as the correct amount 
expended, for ‘all | purposes, in the past two. Years, Ee Kr 
Deduct’ from this, the reteipts into the treasury fot the two 
years, and the fund ón hand, as stated by the Auditor, 81 075, 


758 23, and you have ‘BL ar, O51 60 of expenditure mere ‘than 


‘receipts. That being the. ainount of “new debt ereated, di in 
. stead of bien e as supposed br the Auditor. 


purpose, ‘which, em an act of the Confederate. Congress, 1 is pio“ 


; vider" to be paid Back, to the State.’ So, I conceive, ‘that no 
unnecessary ‘alaim need be felt, touching the necessity of sell- ' 


ing the State’s lands for thé liquidation’ of thia ‘deficit; which- 
seems to be apprehended by the Auditor in his report. Indeed, 
apart from, the payment of this amount of money by the State, 
for “military purposes, ‘the ‘Confederacy is Targely indébted-to 
Arkarisas for subsistence stores, arms, ammunition, and sugar, 
seized at Helena,’ and stedinboats at Des Arc, by Confederate 
officers, and, appropriated ‘to "Confederate use, "The grows 
amount of which articles will equal way ‘$750, 000. + — : 


. The tippatent deficit will, therefore, not only be met without. 


the sale of "Tands; but i upon the receipt of the: State's duek from 
the Confederary, she “will have money on hand súfficient to pay 
BP considerable portion of the ‘old bank debt": which the” 
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country has heretofore | sü fondly anticipated, was on the éve of 


finial extinction: P p. 
Taking.i in view this surplus of $150,000, for gübsleienes: stores, 


and the 15; 000,000 actes of land, referred to by “the auditor as . 
-beloriging to the State,” most of which was obtained by (be - 


act of secession, 'náncilly, the State's - condition Je A most. 
enviabléc one— presenting lesa liability, and more resources, than 


the proudest of her Confederate sisters. The economy - dió 
played by the military. board, is anparalleled i in the history. of 


this war.’ With one and à half nillions of money, it haw orga- 
nized, subsisted, transported and equipped thirty-five regintents 
and battalions of volunteer soldiers, and: put them in the field, 
ready for duty, beside. paying alt other àmounts aceruing for 
State service and defence. And this the board’ has done," free 
from’ pecutation, speculation, embezzlement, or theft; ‘oi the 
part of its subordinutes—extept i in a solitary instance of afew 
hundred dollars—which wak promptly EC dnd panra 
by legal prosecution.”  — ae 
A number of sheriff; it éppears by the — of the auditor, 
have failed ta pay tá die taxes for the prp year, and afew 
for last year. Ee 
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Some were delayed by " pineal of the seat of govern- ` 


ment, and made settlement after the time ‘required by law, 
wider'heavy peualtiea.- Iu/many of the "northern 'goñatiés, it 
has been impossible to collect’ the taxes, the country’ belifg ded, 
pied by the enemy; reliéf ought to be gtünted iu auch cases 


commensurate with ‘the surrounding - circumstances. But T ` 


‘should think it an unwisé: policy to anticipate difficalties of. this 
sort, by passing relief bills in pen a en den suggests; 
for 1863 and 1864... © 300 cun ij ue 

«Thé superabubdaries of: honey: makos the: cuisson et reve~ 
nue less diffigult how than ever before, where ‘the «Coúntry ia 
kept Bee -from the enemy... Any. portion of whick being 

‘occupied it futare, would be entitled to -rélief, ns ta ¿tax 
payers and fax.ecllecton; -Snperveniént a however? 

. will:bé entirely adéquate for redress. "nr, 

-OF alt things, the:governméit’s finashce ought, to she free fro 


p blighting influence of special legislation. | a T 
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“TE there are hardships, relieve. them after. they have occurred; 
noti in anticipation, 

Table NA auditor's. report, estimating receipts and dis- 


| -bursements for the next two years showa a deficit of $1,272,846 
based. upon the present zéie of taxation. A lesser deficit, if 


any, I think will exist at the end of that time.’ 

First; I am unable to perceive why the. revenue wil he less 
in 1864 than in 1863, . . 

‘The auditor reduces the former year to $125, 000 m ‘the lat- 
ter to.$90,000 00. Each. year, in. my opinion will yield at the : 
lowést estimate $125,000-00, - ' - - a 

' Secondly, all military operations on State account being at 
an end; obviously $500,000. cannot be required as suggested hy 
the auditor for that purpose. —... . a 

- Again, it may or may nat be provided by legislation, that tlie l 
State shall pay the Confederate tax of 1863 and 1864, estima- 
ted. by the auditor at $700,000, which, in my estimation is far 
below the amount, that tax, for the present. year being at least 
$600,000, and estimated by the Confederate marsha} at $625,- 


400. His calculation being based upon the assessment lists 


returned-from a majoritysof the counties. . 
- The fiscal condition of the State, then, may he viewed rea~ 


l sonable in. thig wise: ^ > 
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The current expenses of the: State government for 1863 and 
1864; is- put down by the auditor, at $172,500; add to this the 
amount stated in his report for interest on war bonds, and we 
have $396,500. — - 

"The two years revehue at $125,000 each year, added to the | 


‘Confederate money on hand, makes $358,054, leaving at the 


end of two years, according to my view, a deficit’ only. of 
$66,546. -To meet this. we have the unexpended fund of the 
military board--wá&r bonds and treasury warrants, which I 
recommend be used for civil expenditures, after reserving. a 
sufficient amount, say $50,000 to pay outstanding: demands. 

. Beside the interest on war bonds will be rapidly diminished 
by their receipt into the treasury for revenue and other pay- 


... mente of State does. -And anless thé Confederate tax is paid 


for 1863 and 1864, no déficit will exist at the expiration of the 
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incoming two years, at tthe prevent. rate of taxatian, which is 
lw... , EE CS 

If, however, the Confederate. tax is mme asit ia manu- ' 
factured, or imported, to supply the people, necessitous soldiers 
families are relieved- from. want—of course, additional. means 
muat be provided. hy increased taxation, or, thei issuánce of. State 
paper, «2 i 

. The auperabundance of money, L think, will nahle, the peo» 
ple to meet, im futare, any. tax assessed. by the .Confederate 
government, If so, an increase of the State's. liabilitic, for 
that purpose; ought to be-avoided"by all means. 

- The civil expenses of the State government-have been unus- ` 
ually large, on account of special appropriations made by the 
State Convention and the General. "Assembly. ,. 

. The Confederate tax has been paid; $39,000 spent in'pur. 
chasing arms; $100,000 loaned the Memphis and Little Rock 
railroad. The legislature has held three sessions and the con- 
vention two, since November:1860. ;The most astute econo- 
mists known to the world’s history, have. never been able to 
carry;on governments at peace rates, in time of war. d 

The money loaned to the Memphis. railroad sufficed to com- 
plete the White'river and Little Rock section within the time 
prescribed by the act directing said loan to be made. No in- 
terest, however has heen paid by the company as Fequired by 
said act, owing, I presume to the unsettled condition of the 
country.. 

In concluding my remarká upon, ‘the fiscal affaire of the State 

: 1 cannot refrain from puggesting. to your honorable body. the 
propriety of withdrawing as rapidly : aa circumstances will per- 
mit, all interest bearing State paper from circulation, and issu- 
ing instead, acrip or treasury. warrants bearing ho interest. 

The war ‘bonds, . as prepared by direction of the convention, 
were designed for securities, for sale to capitalists, for invest 

. ment, not: for general circulation 02,8, medium, and. they are 
now being so held, none heing iu circulation. The treasury 

) warrants, or scrip, however, were. designed for & currency 
amongst other things, and accordingly prepared ax hank bills, 
and circulate hourly from hand fo hand fa a currency, its value 


e 


e. 
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being: SCH ‘added to or diminished by bearing interest, whilst. 
mp difference is material and burdensome to the treasury.” : 

`" I must be permitted to call -your attention to an additional 
. fact conneated with the treasury, which I esteem essential fora 
harmonious and successful administration of the government. 

' For obvious reasons; the law contemplatesthat the executive 
of the State ‘shall have full knowledge of the internal workings 
“OF ‘the: trexsury department. The 534 section, chapter 23d of 
the Digest therefore provides, that “ it shall be the duty of the 


* auditor to -make quarterly ' reports: tó the governor of the ' 


“amount of moneys in the hands of the treasurer; belonging 
“to the State or -aniy “county.” My predecessor, at a given 
period found great difficulty in extracting this information froni 
perverse and inefficient officers, and was driven ‘finally to the 
courts, by mandamus, to obtain redress for these official od 
fedsances. «7 E : 

- Since my EC seven quarterly reports, under. ihe geg. 
tion above quoted, should have been made out and forwarded 
by the auditor to the executive, Not one, however; has been 
furnished: ‘Why, or wherefore, I have not been advised. ` 

‘+ Such negligence, oughit by Taw, to be ground for removal, or 
for something else more speedy thán a Taw suit. - 

“The report of the State treasurer is herewith submitted as‘an 
‘accompanying document; marked zb showing the condition 
of ‘the treasury, to which: your attention is. respectfully invited. 

. BANK- DEBTS... de 

No progress can be made, of course, in the winding up of 
these venerable institutions until thé end of the war. Nothing 
has been done in the past two years. Ts : 

T hes leave to submit herewith il the ‘report of Mr. ‘Peay, the 
“receiver in chancery of the assets of the Real Estate Bank, 
marked “ Exhibit C." die enu of. assets is $1,491,405. 20. 

Also, the report ‘of Mr. O. Basham, ex-officio financial ze 
_ceiver of the State Bank, marked 4 D” Two thousand, six 

hundred and thirteen dollars, forty-seven cents only have been 
&ollected for two yeate past. The liabilities of this institution 


áre estimated in the receivers report at $1,360, 417 PE ith 


only $5,000 good debts to pay "them with.. 
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The lande mortgaged to the Real-Estate Bank by the atück- 
holders; will doubtless prove sufficient ta pay that debt, The 
deficit on State Bank account, will subsist úntil paid out of the 
treasury. zs : 


gg o PENITENTIARY, 7. 


` The report of Mr. A. J, Ward, contractor and warden of the 
penitentiary, is herewith submitted, marked “E No; 1.” Also 
the reports of the inspector and physician, Dr. John Kirkwood, 
marked E No. 25. Also the report of the chaplain, Rev. D. 
L. G. McKenzie, | Fram, which several papers, all necessary 
information may be obtained for the: guidance: of ang legislá» 
tion, found requisite for the future prosperity of DS institution, 
and the well being ‘of ite inmates: ^ > i. Cu 

| Ltake pleasure if mentioning the efficiency ofthe officers 
connected with the State’s prison, and the. material aid afforded 
by the institution in earrying on the war. IP 


E 
i . TAKING THE OATH: 


D 
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Many citizens of Arkansas—some holding y office at t the time, 
and somé obtaining positions since—have, uüder various’ cir- 
cumstances, taken the oath of allégiance. to the Lincoln goverh- 
ment. ‘Tn law; this is tréason, particularly, Th an officer, irre- 
"spective of what the necessities or inducenients weg which 

actuated this conduct. - di 

A man, arraigned for thie TN might well. plead the necés- 
sity of saving life or limb, and expect clemency, but the offence, 
` legally, stands unabated. The circumstances under which 
many took such steps, extenuates, materially, the moral wrong. 
But the enquiry still arises, and must be met, ag td the legality, 

$ Or propriety, of commissioning men to State offices, who are 
' known, or, who are believed by the authorities, to have taken 
the oath to the northern government? BEL 

I take it, that an officer, taking the oath, is not thereby 
“ipso facto” disqualified and ousted, until the fact is legally 
found by competent, judicial authority. -The subject is impor- 
tant, and requires legislation for the guidance. of the Executive 
in acting upon such existing. atates of facta. .- a’ 


d 


» 
> 
a 
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- "The question being this, exactly: Shall men be commissioned 
by the governor, and hold office. from thia State, who have 


sworn allegiance .to that government. with which we are at. 


war? 


^ E 


CN ARKANSAS INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND. 


"The biennial report from this institution bas been received, 


and is respectfully submitted, herewith, and marked '* F7? as an 
accompanying document. ` ! 


The report shows economy of P gratifying pro-:. 


gress and industry on the part of the pupils, benevolent treat- 
ment, and an jaculeation of christianity and morals by the 
'offigers, worthy the highest emulation. 

The details furnished in the: report: of the president, Mr. J. 
B, McDaniel, and that of the superintendent, Mr. Otis Patten, 
will prove highly ingirüctive and entertaining. TM 

The usual appropriation, $3,500, is recommended, for the 
support of SS humane institute. 


ven 
^ PUBDIC BUILDIN GS. , 


In a communication iof recent date, addressed to me by the 
. Hon. John L Stirman; secretary of state and ex-officio commis- 
--sioner of public buildings, Tam advised by that officer of the 
importance of repairing the state house. The building is in 


rapid state of decay, and good economy, I suggest, would war- . 


rant a small. ‘appropriation for its preservation. 


PUBLIC PRINTIN G. 


Iam advised br Messrs. Yerkes &. Johnson, public printers, | 


that, for the want of paper, they are. unable to comply with 
heit contract, in printing the accompanying documents directed 
by the 9th section of chapter 80, Digest, to be furnished the 
General Assembly with thé governors message. The reports 
must, therefore, i be submitted i in manuscript. 


ELECTION FOR GOVERNOR AND OTHER OFFICERE, 
. Tn view of a decision made by the Supreme Court, an elec- 


1 


Eg 


tion was ordered for governor, senators, circuit judges, and | 
-prosecuting attorneys; all of whom were elected in 1860 and . 


A 


EU 


* " 
1861, for four years. The judgement of the court is in viola- 
tion of what I esteem to be the law. 

But I deemed it most proper that the executive should har- 
monize his action with the view taken by the judicial branch. 
of the government, and accordingly the elections were directed 
by proclamation to be holden. And, after expressing to the 
people of Arkansas my sincere gratitude for repeated acts of 

confidence and support accorded to me, and aninabated desire 
for their prosperity and happiness, I ba leave to announce to 
the General Assembly that my connection with the government, 
as its chief magistrate, ceases with ^ delivery of this mes- . 
sage. 


d HENRY M.. RECTOR. 
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